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Amendment and/or Response 
RepJy to Office action of 25 August 2004 

Amendments to the Claims : 

A listing of the entire set of pending claims (including amendments to the claims, if 
any) is submitted herewith per 37 CFR 1.121. This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application- 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for controlling access to information, the method 
comprisin g the steps of : 

maintaining, for a given entity controlling access to the information, a contact list 
comprising information identifying one or more other entities whieh -that have attempted to 
communicate with the given entity, and for each of at least a subset of the entities, a contact 
count specifying the-anumber of times a corresponding one of the other entities has attempted 
to communicate with the given cntity;-afid 

utilizing the contact list in conjunction with a revocation list associated with the given 
entity to determine which of at least a subset of the one or more other entities are authorized 
to communicate with the given entity; wherein 

updating the contact list is updat e d to include a new entity that is? not on the revocation 
list : and by first d e termining if th e contact list contains suff t o i ont spaoo for tho - now ontity, and 
if th e contact list do e s no t- contain - suffici e nt spac e for the now ontity, 

removing from the contact list an entity selected based at least in part on its 
corresponding contact count. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein 

the given entity and at least a subset of the one or more other entities each comprise a 
consumer electronics device. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein 

the-maintaining the contact list and utilizing the contact list s teps-are implemented in 
an access control system associated with the given entity. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein 

the revocation list comprises a local revocation list stored in the access control system. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further including the stop of 

updating the contact list after a modification of the revocation list. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5 wherein th e stop of 

updating the contact list after a-the modification of the revocation list further includes 

MlW-kJIV^U IS*., 

identifying all of the entities on the contact list that are on the- modifi e d 
revocation list; and 

removing from the contact list each of the entities identified as being on the 
modified revocation list. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further including the- st e p of 

updating the contact list if the new entit y that is not already on the contact list attempts 
to communicate with the given entity. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7 wherein the otop of 

updating the contact list if the new entit y thatjs not already on the contact list attempts 
to communicate with the given entity further includes the steps of : 

determining if the new entity is on the revocation list; 

storing in the contact list an entity identifier for the new entity if the new entity 
is not on the revocation lis t and if there ia sufficient spac e available on th e contact li s t ; and 
terminating communication with the new entity if the new entity is on the 

revocation list. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein 

the entity selected for removal from the contact list is the entity on the contact list 
whieh -that h as the-alowest contact count. 
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10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 further including the stop of | 

periodically generating a digital signature for at least a portion of the contact list. 

11. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10 further including th e st e p of J 

updating the digital signature each time the contact list is updated. 

12. (Original) Hie method of claim 1 wherein 

each of at least a subset of the other entities stores a contact list having entries 
corresponding to entities which have attempted to communicate with those other entities. 

13. (Currently amended) An apparatus for controlling access to information, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a processor - ba a ed device for controlling t hat is configured to control access to the | 
information, 

wherein the processo r is configured to: bar . od device is operative : 

(i)-te-maintain a contact list comprising information identifying one or more 
other entities whieh -that have attempted to communicate with thc- proo e flsor bas e d device 
apparatus , and for each of at least a subset of the entities, a contact count specifying the-a 
number of times a corresponding one of the other entities has attempted to communicate with 
th e given e ntit y apparatus ,-aad 

(i+)4e-uti]ize the contact list in conjunction with a revocation list associated 
with the givon entit y apparatus to determine which of at least a subset of the one or more 
other entities are authorized to communicate with thc-pfoc osoor bas e d d e vic e apparatus : and 
wh e r e in % 

update t he contact lis t is updat e d to include a new entit y that is not on the 
revocation list : and by first determining if the contact list contQki S"Si rf¥ici e nt spac e for th e now 
eftt ky r and if th e contact list do e s not contain suffici e nt spac e for - tho now entity, removing 

remove from the contact list an entity selected based at least in part on its 
corresponding contact count. 
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14. (Currently amended) An article of manufacture comprising a machine-readable storage 
medium containing one or more software programs for use in controlling access to 
information, wherein the programs when executed on a processing device causes the 
processing device to imolomont th o stopa of : 

maintaining, for a given entity contr oll in g that controls access to the information, a 
contact list comprising information identifying one or more other entities whieh -that h ave 
attempted to communicate with the given entity, and for each of at least a subset of the 
entities, a contact count specifying the-anumber of times a corresponding one of the other 
entities has attempted to communicate with the given entity;^a«d 

utilising u se the contact list in conjunction with u revocation list associated with the 
given entity to determine which of at least a subset of the one or more other entities are 
authorized to communicate with the given entity; wherein 

update the contact list is updat e d to include a new entit y that is not on the revocation 
list by first determining if the contact list containo sufficient spac e for the new entity, and if 
thn enntnot lint do e a not contain suffici e nt spac e for th e n e w e ntity, r e movin g ; and 

remove from the contact list an entity selected based at least in part on its 
corresponding contact count. 



Atty. Docket No. US-000250 



US-000250 Amendment 4.625 - MAC 



PAGE 6/8 * RCVD AT 1 1112/2004 3:21:56 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:2152437525 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-04 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES r 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

Q COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT \J ]J .-, m n i K£A 

□ REFERENCES) OR EXHIBITS) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALTO ^ - :] ,- CT v; 

□ OTHER: ' ; — P Cllim, _ _ 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. mAGJLB A EE 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image ^ 
problems checked, (please do not report these pp^tejns fo^ oc | 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. . f P r. r*? 



